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A REPORT FROM KING COUNTY COUNCILMEMBER DWIGHT PELZ September ZOOO
As I'm sure many of you know, Sheriff Reichert should not be challenging his excessive spending
recently threatened to cut some of his important - in fact, he has identified areas where he believes
community policing programs, specifically the his mission should be expanded.
Boulevard Park and Skyway community
storefronts, which are in the two areas of | was as surprised as anyone to learn of his plan

unincorporated King County that | represent. He  to scale back policing activities. | first learned of
announced these cuts in response to a negative the closure of the storefronts by an e-mail from the

audit of cost overruns in overtime within the community on Tuesday, August 8. | received no
Sheriff's department. The audit questioned why advance notification from the Sheriff. | had no
overtime had rapidly escalated for a department in  opportunity as your Councilmember to take steps
a time when there are fewer crimes, fewer calls which would have averted these cuts.
for services and fewer people to be served by the
department. Editorials in several leading
newspapers have been published
| am deeply concerned about T’ - which ask important questions
the closures of the storefronts. | have questlons the sheriff must answer to explain
| am a strong advocate of about the his budget requests. Several of
community policing and PP them have been reprinted in this
community storefronts, and my pI'IOl'ItIeS and newsletter, and | think you will
office has had a long and politics behind find them helpful in exposing the
productive working relationship ) truth of this issue.
with Deputies Darren Young and the Sheriff’s
Alex Quirit in Skyway and decision to make King County government must
Anthony Vowell and Esther . make increasingly difficult
Mulligan in Boulevard Park. Commumty decisions in the years ahead as
The relationships they have buit  policing the first we budget for the many services
in these communities and their . 4 . we provide for the public,
knowledge of their issues are victim of this including policing, the courts, the
invaluable tools for effective budget balance.” jails, the Prosecutor’s office,
policing. public health and mental health.
| do have questions about the priorities and Over the next few weeks the County Council will
politics behind the Sheriff's decision to make be asking for answers and will work on finding
community policing the first victim of his budget constructive solutions to the Sheriff's budget
balancing. | believe the Sheriff’s office, like all problems. | hope you will contact me with any
County departments, must live within its budget, questions or concerns about this or other matters
and that includes controlling its overtime here at the County. You can reach at 206-296-
expenses. We live in an era where voters, 1005, or e-mail me at dwight.pelz@metrokc.gov.

through citizens initiatives, are demanding the

steady reduction in the size of government. Sincerely,
However, Sheriff Reichert, as a dedicated police
officer, strongly believes that the County Council
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PROFILING SHERIFF
REICHERT'S BUDGET

NG County Shenff Dave 2 gepse the shenff has 2 grasp on
KReu:tu:n has a flair for the  his own budgat and siaff

dramatic. if nat a keck tor The county audifer Tipped the
bookkeeping, sheritf for sloppy acvounting and
18 is wrestling with the Metri- o acement practices with over-

politan King County Council Wet s |ime pay, With a hetter bandle on
shartfall in his budget brought on in peeime and the money the council

part by Initiative 645. i offeripg, maybe his office would
His petulant response was fot have a3 great 2 shortfzll,
straight out of the handbock issued Purt of what puzzled the auditor

m“‘.‘! sup e_rintendents for ]Ft'ry was the need for so much cvertinge
EEmj.mL s Pick tl“% moar palitical in a deparoment where: the patrel
emaptional hodget items ar_tdthn-.at- area and worklaad are: shrinking,
en them with harm; Vote for
sehools or varsity sparts will get
the ux,

Reichert'a latest target s the
community nfficers seuttered
throaghaut the council disimicts,
Earllet this summur, he wWas going If the shetill struggles o defend
tis heach walsr patrels if money was  his budget, and can't answer the
ok fort ioamitg. queskions. that i3 not the coundl™s

Whar needs to be bartheorung s fuli

The counil does its job when it
azhs tough questions of all depart-
wiat heads and the cected officiala
ity the grwrts and progecutoe s of-
fe,
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Public services
held hostage
by sheri

heriff Dave Reicherts policical exoonion again gives

King County residents. reason 1o Lament the folly of

huaving an rleded raber than appoineed sheriff

This i= the seoood me in Jess than rwo: mandhs

thal Reichert has threatened 1o cut popular services &
he dide't et his budgetany way with the Gounty Counl,
hmhc&mdw,huy4mhnd,d|estlﬂﬁﬂmwedtogmuml
e department’s heliopter and marine patml i he dideit
AT RO TIENEEY,

It worked then, so it probably should mme as ne
wurprive that Rejchart is now teawning = Sept. 1 whoksale
slashing of pmgr&-a:u_; imlud(i:ggu:d:?‘lmmirh::gmre&mu
SCrvices, uress the Coungy ¥ is departrnent as
much a5 $B00.000 mare: this year, =
_ Tha sheriffs demands come o the besks of & report by
King Cenmy Auditor Ron Eklund thar was aritieal of the
department’s rradang of ovestime hours, Overtime roee 36
perrent befwesn 1904 and 1998, o more than 700,000
|asflr:j!'{|.!, e though arime rats dmpped during the @me
orind,

I thepe are fewer emimes, fewer clls for servio: and
&nmpeopmu:hnmfdtﬁ'ﬂrdqmmmdmmmam
the council ask the masonable queshan: Why does the
shenif need more money bor overtime?

The sherifl mighr well argue thar the inreased spending
ferr eovertime anel ocher things & the reason crime mes are
dﬂﬁn.ﬁut“hy,d'len.muldﬂicsfeﬁﬁpmpmeruﬁqgme
= comrieniy-hagad policing programs he eredined in
-hity with Yenmg helped cut crime?

Such questions and s could be chjecively manged
ware the sheriff appoineed by and serving at the pleaare of
rhe county excrutive,

Al appointesd sheriT walies his budger case o the
ﬂecmﬂf.ﬂnnlmedstnﬁﬂ;unﬁeoﬂﬁhmﬂ,wiﬂahva}s
be tempiral to mke his cor, a8 Reichert has, w the public,
where the threat of being fired eviss only ewey four pears,

Hence, we must suffer Rrichert declaring from mep his
motal bigh home a1 wall net make my decsions based
on polics.”

\'ﬂllatmneedfmmme:lmrufislesspmﬁﬁcaﬁngard
imore usnfnng — bodh of his department’s herached, of not
exasve, mvertime houes and of the program vt he has
thieutemn=d.
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